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the starting point of your route and follow the numbers on
your map. You’ll find a list of all junctions per bike ride on
the back. Tear it out and take it on the road.
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Leuven is the cycling city par excellence: compact, cosy,
and all the sights are within cycling distance of each
other; it’s the ideal mode of transport for exploring
the city and soaking up the ambience. But also for
exploring the wider region because you’ll find a
special, green, rural region beyond the city’s walls
where there is so much to discover.
The cycling loops in this booklet each go in a
different direction and take you to the most
beautiful parts of the region. Will you opt to ride
to the magnificent Horst Castle or will you glide
gracefully through a green valley to the Warande
Park and the Africa Museum in Tervuren? And why
not go to Werchter, the home of the country’s
largest music festival and the Rock Werchter X
Experience Centre? Perhaps you’d rather disappear
into the green heart? Then just dive into the
Heverlee Woods and Meerdaal Forest.
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Follow the numbers
The four cycling loops are located on the Flemish
Brabant Cycling Network. The principle is simple: a
junction is located where cycle paths intersect, and
each junction is numbered. The green & white signs
along the paths show you the way to those junctions. So
you just have to go to the starting point of your route and
follow the numbers on your map.
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LEUVEN - HAGELAND

Highlights of the route

The tastes of 35
the Hageland

Kessel-Lo Provincial Domain A
Take your time to explore this super cute
leisure park on the outskirts of Leuven. You
can have a picnic in the grass while the
kids climb and clamber on the playground
equipment. Float in a boat on the pond,
splash in the paddling pool, or discover the
nature of the swampy Lovenarenbroek.

KILOMETER

The Hageland, a hilly, green region where the vines catch
the sun on the southern slopes, lies to the east of Leuven.
You pedal all the way to the gates of the sturdy moated
castle of Horst. Along the way, you can virtually taste
the sacred tranquillity of the beautiful Vlierbeek Abbey,
and actually taste the delicious beers and the authentic
Hageland wine.
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Stella Artois F
World-famous and deeply rooted in
Leuven. You can take an interactive
tour of the brewery in full action every
weekend. Naturally, you’ll be able to relax
even more with a Stella after the tour.

Vlierbeek Abbey B
The Benedictines who settled in
Vlierbeek in 1127 knew exactly what they
were doing when they picked this spot
for their abbey. The church, the classical
abbatial building, and the abbey farm
are beautifully situated in the region.
Step into the In den Rozenkrans inn, a
delightful place with a nostalgic feel and
an impressive beer menu.
Horst Castle C
It’s almost as if a knight in shining
armour could gallop through the gate
on a mighty steed at any moment. The
rugged Horst Castle’s history dates back
to the 13th century, although the square
residential tower was added in the 15th
century. The lady of the castle, MariaAnna van den Tympel, gave the castle its
present form in the 17th century.

Departure

5
TIP

P

De Vlier Brewery E
Bioengineer Marc Andries followed his
passion and opened De Vlier Brewery in
2008. Every Saturday, he takes visitors on
a guided tour, after which you can sample
his surprising creations in the cosy tasting
room.

C

63
503

Hageland Wine Visitor Centre D
If you want to learn more about Hageland
wine, then this handsome, 19th-century
building is the place to be. A tip: Book a
wine tasting in advance in the wine cellar
under the Visitor Centre. This can be
done for groups of 15 people or more.

362

B
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Depart on your bicycle from Visit
Leuven (junction 10) in the centre
of the city.
Or park your car at the KesselLo Provincial Domain Car Park 3
(junction 5) and cycle from here to
junction 83. You will have to pay
to park in the Domain’s car park in
July and August.

Cycling cafés
261
503
362
370
263
264
265

Het Wagenhuis Horststraat 28, 3220 Sint-Pieters-Rode • 016 62 35 84
Brasserie Boeres Kerkstraat 6, 3111 Wezemaal • 016 89 38 19
Pigeon d’Or Tiensesteenweg 2, 3001 Heverlee • 016 22 17 12
In den Rozenkrans Abdij van Vlierbeek 14, 3010 Kessel-Lo • 016 25 63 03
Recreatiedomein Blauwmolen Blauwmolenstraat 16, 3221 Nieuwrode • 0497 60 40 31
Café Bezzeke Sint-Pietersstraat 4, 3220 Sint-Pieters-Rode • 016 62 29 69
Cafetaria Sportschuur Holsbeek Sint-Maurusstraat 2, 3220 Holsbeek • 0494 32 20 79
TIP De Coureur Borstelstraat 20 bus 1, 3010 Kessel-Lo • 0485 17 86 95
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LEUVEN - WERCHTER

Highlights of the route

About rock gods 36
and other saints

Leuven-Dijle Canal A
In 1750, Prince Karel Van Lorreinen turned
the first spade of earth to signal the start
of the construction of this canal between
Leuven and Mechelen. It’s great cycling
on the flat towpaths along the banks.

KILOMETER

The car-free towpath along the
Leuven-Dijle Canal leads you away
from the city, to one incredible
stop after another. You can expect
to uncover a piece of rock ‘n’ roll
history, the life of Father Damien,
and an impressive medieval
castle keep.

99

Damien Museum B
The farm where Jozef De Veuster – better
known as Father Damien – was born
in 1840 is now a fascinating museum
about the life of this hero and saint.
As a missionary, he worked among the
lepers on the island of Molokai (Hawaii)
and died of leprosy himself. You will find
some very peculiar pieces in the Damien
Museum, such as the coffin in which he
was buried in 1889 and brought to our
country by ship in 1936. After your trip,
be sure to visit St Anthony’s Chapel,
Father Damien’s final resting place in
Leuven since 1936.
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Rock Werchter X C
The Rock Werchter X Experience
Centre tells the story of the annual
Rock Werchter rock festival by means
of posters, facts, images, names, and
music, of course. And figures, many
figures: more than 1,000 concerts,
millions of visitors, and 500 artists from
20 countries. Be sure to take a look at
the North West Walls in the Festival
Park in Werchter. These are impressive
constellations of ocean containers that
form the canvas for works of street art.
De Plas D
Tons and tons of sand were mined
here for the construction of the E314
motorway. When the pit was filled with
water, it became a recreational area
where you can enjoy swimming on hot
summer days. The beach and sunbathing
area are always accessible, even when the
green flag is not flying.
Ter Heyden Donjon E
Thirty metres high, surrounded by water,
and with a ground plan in the shape of
a Greek cross. Ter Heyden Donjon is an
impressive piece of architecture from
1350, with a spiral staircase connecting its
six floors. A tip: The In de oude Brouwerij
beer pub at the foot of the tower is open
every first and third Sunday of the month
from April to September.

66
41

r Loeckx

E

31

35

Departure
10

P

Depart on your bicycle from
Visit Leuven (junction 10) in
the centre of the city.
Or park your car at the KesselLo Provincial Domain Car Park
3 (junction 5) and cycle from
here to junction 83. You will
have to pay to park in the
Domain’s car park in July and
August.
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TIP
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10

80
33

Cycling cafés
367 Novotel Leuven Centrum Vuurkruislaan 4, 3000 Leuven • 016 21 32 00
204 ‘t Schuurke Pastoriestraat 50 3150 Wakkerzeel • 016 60 17 42
503 De Zavelbank Hogeweg 83, 3118 Werchter • 016 53 24 62
TIP De Coureur Borstelstraat 20 bus 1, 3010 Kessel-Lo • 0485 17 86 95
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LEUVEN - TERVUREN

Highlights of the route

Alluring Voer 47
KILOMETER

The river De Voer takes you on a trip along
princely castles, a thousand-year-old church
with an imperial secret, ducal hunting grounds,
and a royal museum of Africa. A surprisingly
green tour with noble allure.
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Depart on your bicycle from
Visit Leuven (junction 10)
in the centre of the city and
follow the approach route to
junction 74.

P

Or park your car at the
Heverlee Science Park
(junction 74) and depart
on your bicycle to junction
75. Please note, you can
only park here during the
weekend.

7

E

As of March 2021, this route will be adapted. From then on, you will find the most recent version
here: www.toerismevlaamsbrabant.be/producten/fietsen/fietsproducten/voervalleiroute
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Africa Museum D
King Leopold II had the Africa Museum
built as a showcase for ‘his’ colony of
Congo. The famous Belgian architect
Stéphane Beel, who also designed the M
Leuven municipal museum, drew up the
impressive plans for the renovation. The
museum reopened its doors in December
2018.
Warande park E
In the twelfth century, the Duke of
Brabant, Henry I, walked through the
woods of his hunting grounds, and
Leopold II went on to landscape a
neoclassical French garden here. You can
stroll along the banks of the Warande
Park’s ponds or in the centuries-old
Warande Woods. Be sure to visit the
beautiful Tervuren city centre and stop by
the Warandepoort Visitor Centre, which
is open seven days a week during the
tourist season.

Verona Chapel B
The oldest walls of this charming church
date back to the year 900. According to
legend, the tomb of Saint Verona, a ninthcentury German empress, lies beneath
the Verona Chapel. But according to the
villagers, the name of the chapel comes
from the old name Vroeienberg, which
meant ‘mountain of the Lord’.
Leefdaal Castle C
The round towers, the stepped gables,
and the beautifully wooded surroundings
give this castle a fairy-tale aura. There
used to be a rugged castle here, but it
was replaced by the castle in 1626. This
spacious manor has been in the hands of
the noble de Liedekerke family since 1775.

Huldenberg Castle F
Once upon a time, there was a medieval
castle surrounded by a wall with
watchtowers and wide moats. A new
castle was built there in 1820, which was
completely destroyed by a fire 20 years
later. The current neoclassical castle arose
from the ashes like a phoenix. A memorial
plaque for Felix Sohie is located at the
entrance; he was the first to cultivate
grapes under glass here in 1862.

Departure

271
272

D

Arenberg Castle A
Today, the Arenberg Castle is bursting
with creativity. Leuven University has
accommodated the exact sciences
campus here and engineering students
conduct their research here. The
stronghold of the Lords of Heverlee
was already present on the site of this
magnificent castle back in the 12th
century. It was given its current form in
the 16th century.

Cycling cafés
361
561
566
565
563
273
271

Begijnhof Hotel Groot Begijnhof 15, 3000 Leuven • 016 29 10 10
Keizerskroon Kerkstraat 1, 3080 Tervuren • 02 731 26 29
Pachthof Stroykens Merenstraat 19, 3080 Duisburg • 02 767 49 80

In den Congo Dorpsplein 11, 3080 Vossem • 02 767 66 86
Foyer De Warandepoort Markt 7B, 3080 Tervuren • 0470 10 01 01
Brouwerij De Kroon Beekstraat 20, 3040 Neerijse • 016 43 94 72
NICE Huldenberg Roomijs & Sorbet Gemeenteplein 6, 3040 Huldenberg •
0477 88 27 23
272 Sportbar De Kronkel Gemeenteplein 2, 3040 Huldenberg • 016 43 94 72
-9-

LEUVEN - ZOET WATER

Highlights of the route

31
Dive into
the forest pool

Arenberg Castle A
Today, the Arenberg Castle is bursting
with creativity. Leuven University has
accommodated the exact sciences
campus here and engineering students
conduct their research here. The
stronghold of the Lords of Heverlee
was already present on the site of this
magnificent castle back in the 12th
century. It was given its current form in
the 16th century.

KILOMETER

Escape the city and get lost in the forest.
Just outside Leuven, you can disappear
completely into the green mists of the
Heverlee Woods and Meerdaal Forest.
Along the way, you will find inviting
sidewalk cafés, a play area with
the craziest climbing and
clambering equipment,
and the most beautiful
abbey site in the
Low Countries.

11
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G
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2

70

Meerdaal Forest D
A true hiking paradise with a network of
majestic avenues. The deciduous forest
is a remnant of the Kolen Woods, a
primaeval forest that stretched across the
whole of central Belgium after the last
ice age.
Torenvalk reception area E
A new reception area where children
can have a good time on the course with
natural obstacles, wooden constructions,
and a miniature eco-duct. You have a
gorgeous view of the forest from the
17-metre-high observation tower.

Zoet Water B
The area was one large swamp up until
the 17th century, when the five ponds
of Zoet Water were excavated. It soon
became a popular Sunday getaway
destination. The restaurants’ outdoor
dining areas are always enjoyably full
on Sundays. The picturesque castle
on the periphery is a remnant of the
Steenbergen Castle that once stood here.
The Steenbergen Chapel – with its 17thcentury altars and paintings – is one of the
largest chapels in Flanders.

Heverlee Woods arboretum F
Put your cycle in the bicycle storage area
and walk through this special arboretum,
which is home to no less than 350 native
and non-native tree and shrub species.
First, check the map and relax in the rest
area along the way, stretch out on the
heathland, or hide in the loam forest hut.
Park Abbey G
The Premonstratensians have lived
uninterruptedly at this beautiful abbey
site since 1129. The buildings have
remained practically unchanged since
the 17th century and radiate a sacred
tranquillity. The Park Abbey ponds are a
great place for a delicious picnic. Fresh
ingredients can be bought at the abbey
shop. Want to make it easier on yourself?
Then head down to De Abdijmolen
brasserie housed in the beautifully
restored watermill. Visit the PARCUM
museum and discover never-before-seen
heritage pieces from churches, abbeys,
and cloisters.

Everzwijnbad playground
You can climb and clamber over the
wooden figures, swing like Tarzan
between the trees, play a giant game
of pick-up sticks, and experience many
more childlike adventures in the heart
of the Meerdaal Forest. You will also
occasionally stumble across a fabulous
wooden sculpture by local artist Ad
Wouters.
C
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Departure
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Depart on your
bicycle from Visit
Leuven (junction 10)
in the centre of the city
and follow the approach
route to junction 74.
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Cycling cafés

Or park your car at the Torenvalk
reception area (junction 82).

C
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361 Begijnhof Hotel Groot Begijnhof 15, 3000 Leuven • 016 29 10 10
460 Taverne Restaurant ‘t Kouterbos Maurits Noëstraat 1, 3050 Oud-Heverlee • 016 47 01 17
TIP 1 Brasserie 500 Naamsesteenweg 500, 3001 Heverlee • 016 41 37 04
TIP 2 Brasserie De Abdijmolen Abdij van Park 4, 3001 Leuven • 016 62 96 00
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Depart from the bustling city of Leuven for a relaxing cycle
trip through Flemish Brabant in the heart of Belgium. You’re
instantly immersed in the nature of a special, green, rural region
just outside the city’s walls. Four tours will take you to the most
beautiful sights, with rugged castles, vast forests, pumping rock
music, and princely parks.

BICYCLE RENTAL
Fietspunt

Leuven Leisure

Professor Van Overstraetenplein 1/001 3000 Leuven

Tiensestraat 5, 3000 Leuven
+32 (0)16 43 81 44

info@velo.be
www.velo.be

hello@leuvenleisure.com
www.leuvenleisure.com

VISIT LEUVEN

TOURISM Flemish Brabant
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Monday through Sunday
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closed on 25 December and 1 January
+32 (0)16 20 30 20
visit@leuven.be
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