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Must do’s in

Leuven

Leuven’s got everything you could want in a city - a cosy
‘town’ on a human scale with the cosmopolitan feel of a
bigger city. Discover the traces of a rich history; enjoy the
creative atmosphere of culture, the impressive and dynamic presence of the university and its students, not to
mention the highly varied selection of restaurants, cafés,
and shops. Leuven exudes both tradition and innovation.
It’s easy to explore the city on your own since the centre
is compact and everything’s within walking (or cycling)
distance. Here are the things you simply shouldn’t miss
when visiting Leuven.

www.visitleuven.be

#1 Climb the University
Library’s Bell Tower

#2 Admire Bouts’ masterpiece in the
Saint Peter’s Church

As you climb the tower’s steps, a photo exhibition teaches you
more about the library’s turbulent history. Beyond the fifth floor
is the balcony, which opens onto a unique panorama of the city.
Enjoy the view! And don’t skip the remarkable reading room.

The Last Supper is Leuven’s most famous painting by Flemish Primitive Dieric Bouts. Admire the tryptic in the very chapel for which it
was initially created. This iconic painting & other art treasures make
the church a freely accessible hotspot for lovers of art and heritage.

tower houses a beautiful carillon that’s played twice a week during
tip The
the academic year. Accompany the carillonneur up the tower and attend a

mixed-reality tool brings the church’s artworks to life. Discover the stories
tip Abehind
the church, its treasures, and the vibrant city they call home.

#3 Discover the Great Beguinage,
a medieval village within the city

#4 Drink a pintje at Oude Markt,
‘the longest bar in Europe’

The Great Beguinage dates back to the 13th century. Like a walled
village it consists of peaceful alleys, courtyards, and gardens with
dozens of houses and convents built in traditional sandstone. It is
listed as a UNESCO world heritage site.

Have a beer on this unique square! You won’t find more catering
establishments gathered in one place anywhere else in Europe.
No wonder it’s Leuven’s number-one meeting place. Some of the
traditional pubs offer a wide range of Belgian beers. Cheers!

Small Beguinage is a lesser-known, hidden gem. Aprox. thirty white
tip The
houses in the traditional Flemish style remain.

a guided pub tour. Try a different local beer at every stop and find out
tip Join
what’s so special about each one. Taste buds at the ready!

#5 Count the number of statues
on the Town Hall

#6 Visit Europe’s oldest
Catholic university

Leuven’s pride and joy. It’s one of the best-known Gothic town
halls in the world. Like a comic book in stone, the sculpted scenes
depict biblical stories. The ‘Hall of Fame’ consists of statues of
historical figures.

Wander around the city and discover several historical colleges of
world-class KU Leuven. Start at the University Hall, built initially as
the Cloth Hall. Other university heritage sites include the Anatomical Amphitheatre, Botanical Garden, and Arenberg Castle.

the daily guided tour to admire the interior of the Town Hall: the foyer,
tip Join
the salons, the mayor’s office, and the Gothic halls.

opening of the academic year is traditionally celebrated with a procestip The
sion of professors in their academic gowns through the city centre.

#7 Discover the birthplace and
hometown of Stella Artois

#8 Ride a bike like a local

Take part in the guided tour and experience the Stella Artois brewery in full action, from the brewing hall to the fast bottling and
canning lines. You’re served a fresh glass of Stella -tapped straight
from the source- at the end of the tour.

Leuven is the quintessential cycling city; there’s no need to rely on
public transport. Pedalling around the city centre is an ideal way to
visit it and soak up the ambience. All the places of interest are within
a short distance from one another, so why not rent a bike?

to the birthplace of Stella Artois, De Hoorn, where the ale was first
tip Go
brewed in 1926. It’s now a bar and restaurant.

to the outskirts of the city and end up amid the meadows. A cycle
tip Cycle
route also connects the four abbeys of Leuven.  

#9 Tranquillity abounds in the green
oasis that is Park Abbey

#10 Art lovers, check out M Leuven

The stunning abbey is one of the best-preserved monasteries in
Belgium. The buildings, gates, church, water mill, barn and walled
vegetable garden have remained virtually unchanged since the
17th century. A unique haven just outside the city. Currently under
restoration.

M Leuven houses a collection of both contemporary art and old
masters. Visual culture from the past and present are set in an
impressive architectural décor designed by the renowned Belgian
architect Stéphane Beel.

spring, the Abbey’s church is the setting of the Voices of Passion festitip Each
val, showcasing polyphonic music from the 15th and 16th centuries.

the annual M-idzomer music festival, the museum’s rooftop terrace
tip During
houses a pop-up bar with spectacular views of the Leuven skyline.

